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EU work permit - the 'blue card' is unveiled

We report on the long awaited unveiling of the EU work permit - the so-called 'blue card'.
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EU’s 112 emergency number available since 1998

Few people know it - but 26 out of the bloc’s nations have already set up the hotline which is the equivalent of the 911 number in the US.

5 June 2008

BRUSSELS - An EU official says all but one of the bloc's 27 nations have set up the 112 emergency phone number - but few people know it exists.

EU Telecoms Commissioner Viviane Reding says only Bulgaria has failed to launch the hotline - the equivalent of the 911 number in the US.

But Redding said Tuesday a poll has shown only 22 percent of EU citizens know that they can use the number in an emergency outside of their home country. She 

said governments must do a better job promoting the number.

The 112 number complements national emergency hot lines, different in each EU country.

[AP / Expatica]
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Belgium’s first alternative directory assistance services - available through the shortcode 14-14 - can now be accessed on the internet.

Finding a rental home in Belgium

Moving to Belgium presents a host of challenges to expats, not least of all finding the right home.

Learning to cope with life abroad

The psychological effects of global mobility can be physically painful.

Hooking into Belgium - the first connection

In her first diary entry, Expatica's incoming editor speaks about what Belgium means to her.

Importing your car to Belgium

Morris Fraser took on the Belgian system to import his car and has provided a brief guide to the tricky topic.
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